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 Maria Bonn
Associate Professor 
School of Information Sciences 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
407 W. University Avenue, Unit 6W 
Champaign, IL  61820 
Phone:  (734) 417-6937 
<mbonn@illinois.edu>
Born and lived:  Quogue, NY;  East Aurora, NY;  Rochester, NY;  Buf-
falo, NY;  Chongqing, China;  Ankara, Turkey;  Albion, MI;  Ann Arbor, MI; 
Champaign, IL.  Plus some more.
early life:  Miltary brat, itinerant English PhD, long life in Ann Arbor MI 
(go Blue).
Professional career and activities:  Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor, English;  Interface Specialist, Digital Library Program Development 
Librarian;  Director, Scholarly Publishing Office;  Assoicate University Li-
brarian for Publishing;  Senior Lecturer;  Associate Professor.
family:  Married (to the Dean of Libraries, UIUC);  one son and one step 
daughter;  mom living “in my basement.”
in my sPare time:  I cook, garden, run, watch too much TV.
favorite Books:  The Voice that Is Great Within Us, an anthology of 
twentieth century American poetry.
Pet Peeves:  Squeaking styrafoam, walls of televisions, timid libraries.
PhilosoPhy:  Be brave, smart and kind.
most memoraBle career achievement:  Creation of Michigan 
Publishing.
Goal i hoPe to achieve five years from now:  Populating aca-
demic libraries with ace scholarly communication librarians.
how/where do i see the industry in five years:  Which in-
dustry?  Libraries?  Publishing?  The space where those meet?  Surviving, 
sometimes thriving, declaring themselves  in crisis.
 Kaetrena Davis Kendrick
Associate Librarian 
University of South Carolina Lancaster 
476 Hubbard Drive 
Lancaster, SC  29720 
Phone:  (803) 313-7061 
<kaetrena@mailbox.sc.edu> 
kaetrenadaviskendrick.wordpress.com
Professional career and activities:  My full CV can be found 
here:  https://bit.ly/2EzElJh. 
in my sPare time:  I enjoy reading, cooking, traveling, and enjoying 
books, music, and other outlets of Korean history, language, culture, and 
music.
favorite Books:  I’ll share authors instead: Chitra Banerjee Diva-
karuni, Haruki Murakami, Jhumpa Lahiri, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 
Nnedi Okorafor, Julie Otsuka.
PhilosoPhy:  I will continue to improve.
most memoraBle career achievement:  Outside of winning the 
2019 ACRL Academic/Research Librarian of the Year award, it is winning 
my first grant (2013), which supported my study of Korean academic li-
brarians.
Goal i hoPe to achieve five years from now:  To have attained 
a deep, positive impact in lowering abuse and neglect in American library 
workplaces.
how/where do i see the industry in five years:  I suspect we 
will be doing the same work we are engaged in now, with an expanded 
focus on ensuring the well-being of library employees.  The nature of our 
relationships with vendors in terms of accessible information and labor 
practices will also be re-examined and recalibrated to one that is more 




University of South 
Carolina Lancaster 
476 Hubbard Drive 
Lancaster, SC  29720 
Phone:  (803) 313-7061  •  Fax:  (803) 313-7101  •  https://sc.edu/about/
system_and_campuses/lancaster/experience/library/index.php 
BackGround/history:  Ground was broken for the original USC Lan-
caster library in 1973, opening officially on April 6, 1975 with 28,000 vol-
umes.  That space served a growing community of students, faculty, and 
staff until its rededication in 2004 as Medford Library.
The new facility opened in 2005 and now houses over 55,000 volumes, 
offering a full slate of programs and services supporting the pedagogical, 
scholarly, and lifelong learning needs of #LancerNation.
numBer of staff and resPonsiBilities:  Two full time faculty 
librarians.
overall liBrary BudGet:  $354,000
tyPes of materials you Buy (eBooks, textBooks, dvds, 
video streaminG services, dataBases):  Books, DVDs, video 
streaming services, databases.
what technoloGies does your liBrary use to serve mo-
Bile users?  We use the SpringShare platform for our main website and 
library (research) guides.
does your liBrary have an ils or are you Part of a col-
laBorative ils?  We have an ILS as part of the USC System.
do you have a discovery system?  Yes.
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does your liBrary have a collection develoPment or 
similar dePartment?  No, our library faculty engage in this work as 
a part of their many generalized librarian duties.
what ProPortion of your materials are leased and not 
owned?  Outside of our database subscriptions, we don’t lease materi-
als.
what do you think your liBrary will Be like in five years? 
I hope it continues its trajectory of being the space and place of choice 
for our students, faculty, and staff.  We’ll be able to do this more handily 
with an infusion of permanent and skilled library employees, leaders who 
(continue) to advocate for a 21st-century library space, and stable funding 
resources.
what excites or friGhtens you aBout the next five 
years?  I’m hopeful that as libraries continue to be vibrant community 
centers, that library leaders will begin advocating for the well-being of li-
brary employees in addition to the concepts surrounding libraries and the 
things that are housed within.
School of Information 
Sciences
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 
501 E. Daniel Street 
Champaign, IL  61820 
Phone:  (217) 333-3280   •   ischool.illinois.edu
BackGround/history of the school:  Visit ischool.illinois.
edu/our-school/history and ischool.illinois.edu/our-school/history/histori-
cal-timeline.
numBer of faculty:  38
curriculum tracks; key courses:
M.S. in Library and Information Science (ALA-accredited)
2 required courses: Information Organization and Access; 
Libraries, Information and Society
6 pathways (https://ischool.illinois.edu/degrees-programs/
ms-library-and-information-science/pathways): archival 
and special collections; data and asset management; 
information organization and management; knowledge 
management and competitive intelligence; research and 
information services; youth and school librarianship
M.S. in Information Management
3 required courses: Data, Statistical Models and Information; 
Sociotechnical Information Systems; Information Modeling
2 pathways (https://ischool.illinois.edu/degrees-programs/ms-in-
formation-management/pathways) data science and analytics; 
knowledge management and information consulting 
unique ProGrams:
MS in Library and Information Science (ALA-accredited)
MS in Information Management
MS in Bioinformatics
Certificate of Advanced Study (CAS) in Library and Information 
Science (including a Digital Libraries concentration)
PhD in Library and Information Science
MS/LIS, MS/IM, and CAS are offered on-campus and fully online
The school has several active student organizations for co-curricular 
activities: https://ischool.illinois.edu/student-life/student-organizations
Primary areas of research:
ischool.illinois.edu/research/areas
Two research centers:
Center for Children’s Books https://ccb.ischool.illinois.edu/




The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
availaBle internshiPs/residencies:
Many on-campus students gain valuable experience as graduate 
assistants in the University Library.
Students may enroll in a Practicum course for 2 hours of credit, 
a supervised field experience of professional-level duties in an 
approved library or information center.
There are internship opportunities at companies in the Research Park 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (http://researchpark.
illinois.edu/).
The School offers a range of career services (https://ischool.illinois.
edu/student-life/career-support)
PartnershiPs with other Professional ProGrams:
The School of Information Sciences was a founding member of the 
Web-based Information Science Education (WISE) (https://www.
wiseeducation.org/) consortium, supporting sharing of access to 
online courses among selected schools in three countries (Australia, 
New Zealand, and the United States). 
The School is a member of the iCaucus of the iSchools consortium 
(https://ischools.org/members/directory/).  
What do you think your information/library school will be like in five 
years?  A key partner in focus areas found in the University’s Strategic 
Plan, the Next 150 (https://strategicplan.illinois.edu/planning/#focus) in-
cluding data science, health sciences, and public engagement.
Continuing to offer students the choice of pursuing degrees on-campus or 
online, with rich choices of courses available in either option.
Emphasis on preparing students for changing roles and expectations of 
professionals in all types of libraries — school, public, academic, and spe-
cial — as well as opportunities in other sectors
What excites or concerns you about the next five years?  The chal-
lenge of increasing the diversity of the student body and making the de-
gree affordable with increased financial aid
The potential to accomplish more with funds raised through the With Illinois 
campaign, where our goals include offering an accessible education, en-
riching the student experience, and providing faculty support (https://with.
illinois.edu/college-unit-priorities/ischool/). 
[May want to look at: http://slis.simmons.edu/blogs/ourinformationfuture/
files/2017/08/WhitePaper_Abels_Howarth_Smith_Final_Aug28.pdf Envi-
sioning Our Information Future and How to Educator for It]
is there anythinG else you think our readers should 
know?  Since 1996, Illinois has ranked #1 in the US News & World Report 
rankings of library and information studies master’s programs.  In areas of 
specialization, Illinois ranks #1 in both Digital Librarianship and Services 
for Children and Youth and #3 in School Library Media.
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